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Social and sexual Social and sexual divisiondivision ofof
labourlabour::

Class StructureClass Structure
Gender relationsGender relations
Culture, Ideology, valuesCulture, Ideology, values

Government policies:

Welfare-State Extended
Welfare-State Restricted
Welfare-State Disadvantaged

Gender and family division of paid and unpaid work

Labour market Domestic work, 
Chilcare



Paid work in the previous week (%)
2002
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Labour market participation of men and women by type of household, 
N=1267 (in percentage) 
 
 Men Women Total 
N 667 600 1267 
Living alone 83.6 81.4 82.7 
Lone parent 73.7 70.8 71.9 
Living together without children 89.9 65.7 78.5 
Living together with a least one child 
of 6 years of age or younger 

95.2 66.3 77.9 

Living together with at least one child 84.1 64.2 73.4 
Living together with one or more 
children older than 6 years of age 

80.2 63.1 71.5 

Other situations 87.1 65.6 74.8 
Total 84.3 66.0 74.5 
 



Level of education attained by women, according to their profes-
sional status (Portugal 1999, National Survey)  

 % Primary 
Education 

Secondary 
Education 

Higher 
Education  

Total  

Student 1.1 19.2 7.4 4.5 
Employed 64.3 66.9 85.2 66.0 
Unemployed 5.7 4.0 5.6 5.0 
Looking f.f.job 0.1 - 1.8 0.2 
Housewife 25.1 9.3 - 21.1 
Retired 2.7 0.6 - 2.2 
Other  1,0   1.0 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 



Active women, (25-64 years old), according 
to the level of education attained,  2002 (%) 
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Average number of hours spent by working men and women 
on a normal weekly day in different activities 
 
Average number 
of hours spent 
on a normal 
weekly day in 
different 
activities  

Hours 
occupied by 
working 
men 

Hours 
occupied by 
working 
women  

Approximate 
differences  

(men-women) 

Paid work  9.0 8.1 +0.9 
 
Leisure and 
personal care  

 
3.1 

 
2.3 

 
+0.8 

 
Domestic 
chores, 
childcare and 
other family 
care 

 
1.3 

 
3.8 

 
-2.5 
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Couples with children and with a working mother (%)
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Importance attributed to each aspect in life

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

N
o

rw
ay

S
w

ed
en

F
in

la
n

d

D
en

m
ar

k

U
n

it
ed

 K
ig

d
o

m

F
ra

n
ce

G
er

m
an

y

A
u

st
ri

a

N
et

h
er

la
n

d
s

B
el

g
iu

m

L
u

xe
m

b
o

u
rg

S
w

it
ze

rl
an

d

Ir
el

an
d

H
u

n
g

ar
y

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
u

b
lic

P
o

la
n

d

S
lo

ve
n

ia

It
al

y

S
p

ai
n

P
o

rt
u

g
al

G
re

ec
e

Family Friends Leisure time
Politics Work Religion
Voluntary organisations Centre of Scale

Not at all 
important

Extremely 
important



Source: ESS, round 1, 2002
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Family gender roles index
2004
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The work I do is an important part of my life -  Men The work I do is an important part of my life -  Women
I would continue working even if I did not need the money anymore -  Men I would continue working even if I did not need the money anymore -  Women
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Source: EB 60.3 and CCEB 2003
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